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BLOGGING 
By Robert Kibaya: Twitter: @rob_kib and, Skype: rob_kib, Google+: robkib and;  

Blogs: www.web2icm.wordpress.com; www.ruralafricafacts.wordpress.com  
 

Introduction  
Social media tools include tools that make it easy to publish and setup a website with text, 

video, photo and advanced navigation features.  

Blogging tools are some of the most accessible and easiest to use of these tools. Many 

people are taking advantage of this and are starting a blog. This allows them to have 

visibility and a presence on the web.  

By creating their own content with these tools, many Internet users have become 

producers of information and have started creating their own media and information 

resources. Content becomes more accessible and content sources become more diverse.  

Blogs are considered “dynamic ” because the content can be easily and frequently updated 

and others can interact with the content via comments. This is compared to older style 

websites that were classified as “static” or basically unchanging. 

 

Blogging  
A blog or weblog is an easily created web page usually made up of postings of text, images 

or multimedia posted in chronological order with the newest content at the top of the page.  

Blogs were originally created as public online “journals” since they can be frequently 

updated and are intended for general public consumption.  

Soon not only individuals but also groups organizations were also publishing blogs as a 

periodical outlet for their news and information. 

 

Using and setting up blogs  
Postings are made via a simple web interface. Although the posting page varies from one 

blog application to another, you will usually find the following fields and elements where 

you can add content:  

 Title for the posting;  

 Main text of the posting; and  

 Buttons to publish your posting or save it for later publishing.   

 

Some blogs also give readers the option to post comments on what you have written. This 

emphasises a collaborative orientation to the blog. The comment feature appears as a 

publicly accessible input form beneath your postings. 

 

According to WordPress.com, most blogs contain the following elements:  

• A main content area with articles listed chronologically, newest on top (often, the articles 

are organized into categories);  

 

• An archive of older articles;  

• A way for people to leave comments about the articles;  

• A list of links to other related sites, sometimes called a "blogroll“;  

• One or more feeds such as RSS, Atom or RDF files.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.web2icm.wordpress.com/
http://www.ruralafricafacts.wordpress.com/
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Blogging Tools 
 

(1) Hosted Blogs  
Several web companies such as Blogger, WordPress.com and TypePad allow you to create 

a blog on their servers, by creating a user account. They offer different sets of features, 

customization options and terms of service. 

 

ADVANTAGES  
 

DISADVANTAGES  
 

 you're ready to start blogging as   sometimes you have less control of the blog  

soon as you create an account;  features and layout;  

 interfaces are intuitive, easy to use   some blogging tools include advertising;  

and available in many languages;   your content is stored on a remote server that  

 you don't need any technical  you can't control;  

knowledge to maintain a basic blog;   terms of service can be restrictive or even unfair  

 you don’t need a web host to host a  to users;  

blog.   many blogging services are only available in a  

 few languages.  

 

Example of hosted blog: Blogger  
Blogger is a service offered by Google. By creating an account, the user can immediately 

start publishing blog posts on an easy-to-use platform that allows some language and 

template customizations.  

Opening an account is free, and the user gets a blog hosted on the "Blogspot" server or you 

can choose to publish your blog on your own server.  

The platform is constantly updated with features and upgrades. 

 

(2) Installed Blogs  

You can also choose to install Content Management Systems software on your own 

server. The most popular blogging tools are published under Free or Open Source 

software licenses and can be downloaded from the web. Popular choices include 

WordPress.org and Movable Type. Larger content management systems such as Drupal 

and Joomla also allow you to publish content in a Blog format. 

 

ADVANTAGES  

 
DISADVANTAGES 

 you can customize your blog to the last 

detail, including authors, design and layout, 

and content display; 

 

 

 You need some technical expertise to install, 

upgrade and maintain blogging software. In order 

to install and maintain a blogging tool on your 

own server, you or someone on your team needs 

enough technical expertise to access a host server,  

use an FTP client, set file permissions and  

understand basic database configurations;  

 

 you have control over your server and 

the terms of service; 


it takes time to install, design and get the  

tool ready for blogging - creating a unique design 

for the blog can also take time and expertise. 

 usually blogging CMS software  



 E-Learning Africa 8th International Conference on ICT for Development, 
 Education and Training, Windhoek, Namibia; May 29th – 31st, 2013 

 

 

 

Note: Part of this write-up was compiled with the help of IMark resource which is a FAO product 

 

P
ag

e3
 

offers more advanced features 

(such as:  multiple language 

display; user surveys,static pages 

and forms; customized spam  
filtering; and “add-ons” with extra  

functions, also called “plugins” or  

“widgets”, that allow you to import 

and  export information from other 

sites and services, such as RSS 

feeds);  
 

some blogging tools have been localized 

to other languages.  

 

 

  

 

 

Example of installed tool: WordPress.org  
WordPress.org is a Free/Open Source Software that is available for download on the 

web. The WordPress community is extensive: hundreds of users develop and contribute 

to WordPress. You can install it on your own server space with a relatively quick 

process that requires some technical knowledge.  

WordPress offers complete customization and many advanced features, including 

support for podcasting, multiple categories, tags and display options. 

 

Note: While WordPress.org is a tool to be installed on your server, Wordpress.com 

offers a hosted solution that is free and advertising-supported. For more information see 

the article “WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org” at the following link: 

http://support.wordpress.com/com-vs-org/  

 

Hands on practice 

 

Task: 

 

a) Signup for a blog account at wordpress  (www.wordpress.com) 

 

b) Choose a theme 

 

c) Choose widgets  

 

d) Link your blog to CTA News updates (www.cta.int), and articles at 

http://www.web2fordev.net/ with the help of RSS 

 

e) Link you blog to your twitter, facebook, and LinkedIn accounts 

 

f) Publish your first blog 

 

http://support.wordpress.com/com-vs-org/
http://www.wordpress.com/
http://www.cta.int/
http://www.web2fordev.net/
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g) Share your blog with followers on twitter, friends on facebook, LinkedIn 

including the facilitator (Robert Kibaya) and at the following @CTAflash, 

@web2fordev and @eLAConference 

 

 

 Showcasing best live practices where blogs have been utilized for online 

organization fundraising, project reporting and updates, etc 

 

Useful online resources (To be downloaded from www.web2icm.wordpress.com) 

http://www.web2icm.wordpress.com/

